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encased in this ileal of operations, the im-
mediate menace to of the tlgh ing luremd the ultimate peril to Merlin the public has mam.v
heeded the Russian campaign In the
region against the Turk. And yet the Czar's force.,
have had to eonteml there with natute In her grimmest
mood In older to hn:en southward against the Sultan's
troops.

The Tin Us have offered battle not only alone their
own uortheiiNiern frontier adjacent to Trans-Caucasi- a
' ut they have advanced even into the enemy's teri'.torv.ami the left II ink of the Sulnn's division... has been here.
tofoie supported by the actlvllles of the Turkish squad-
rons lu the Itlack Sea. Thus the natural nt d easiestroute of Itusslan transports has been blocked or ham-
pered by the ottoman ship, of war. Accordingly the
Czar's soldiers have had :o fodow an overland route i

reach Trans-t'aueasl- a ami tht nee to move fill tiler south,
want Into Aslailc Turkey. Their trad ha.s been over theGeorgian military road, which mounts nearly .0i)fl feet
skywanl lu climbing across the formidable Caucasianrange.

A map of the region in iiiestion will show that the
Caucasian ratine Is Hanked by parallel rail-road- s,

running on the nor.h nnd soiuh side of the moun-
tains. Reaching from Vladlknfkaz on the north to Tlllls
on the south Is the Georgian mldtary road over which
traffic Is conducted by means of horses because thegrades are too much for the steam locomotive. At times
on the way ns many as Hght horses are hitched to the
po.st coaches In order to negotiate the climb. The toll of
the ascent alternates with the hazards of the downward
trail and the dangers of the sharp turns and the treinen.
dous declivities along which the highway skirts at times,
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t'-- Mus-ia- n Government look things In hand and began
he building of the present road, which opened the

I 'Mile to wiieeit d vehtrli.s. fi nii.iin mint...... ......i......- ....a.,...,, nuiiinii'.piovldlng the needful safeguard to travellers and poln's
w ere relays 01 noises coiiiii lie had. The route

Mdlkafliaz to Tlllls by way of the D.irlal I'ass
matter of a little short of 13.1 les.

According 10 Annette M. M. Meakln. In her on
i.ussia, iiie i.eorgiau m lltarv road i dlvidi.d
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twelve stages, beginning at Tlllls, In Asia, and ending
at Vlaillkufknz. in Kurope.

The seventh post station Is Mleta. In the alle of
the Aragva. 4,0tU feet above the sea, and set
loi est covered mountains grow balder and push their
summits skyward bare and razorlike, amid a general
setting of Increasing wlldness. From Mlela to ihe next
posi station, nt C.oudaour. u distance of ,ess than
miles, tlie road zigzags back and forth Interminably as
It rllmbs the jnti'ivenlng altitude of a Utile short of
.1.000 feet, (loudaour Is 7 1'.'.T feet above sea let i I and
there, according to M.ss Meakln, "the mountain (ops
were covered with snow; deep and gloomy ravli es,
Jagged cliffs, a valley of mountains, n sea of rocks and
lems" opened before the eye.

At the ninth post station, on the way to Vladlkafkaz,
is Kobe, 0,570 feet In the air, and between Kobe and the
next station of Kasliek Jh the Darlal I'ass, "which, cut
III the rocky skirts the wide valley of the
Itlver Terek. It Is a gloomy and Impressive bit ofscenery. Mare black rocks hang out over us as we rounda dizzy corner and below, far down In tho vallev, the
Itlver Terek gurgles like a tiny stream." Mere It Is that
.Mount Kasbek, snowclad and sheer In Its abrupt rise,
reaches heavenward to a height of 10.503 feet.

The Georgian road Is an engineering achievement ofthe Hist order, and It Is now repaying Itu'ssla for a I she
.,.riu ilium ii in me iasr, jor to. nay inanv corps uti... i. .. ...ti ..... .. i i . , ... .
mo mem anil ncni n ner soiillers are pouillig

su-.iii- siieam souuiwaru against
the Turks,
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